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his creditors had a great deal of reason to be satis-
fied with his just dealing with them ; but is every
man bound thus to strip himself naked ? Perhaps
this man, at the same time, had a family to main-
tain ; and had he no debt of justice to them, but to
beg his household goods back of them for his poor
family ? and would he not have fared as well, if he
had oifered his creditors ten shillings in the pound,
and took all the rest upon himself? and then he
had reserved to himself sufficient to have supported
him in any new undertaking.

The answer to this is short and plain, and no
debtor can be at a loss to know his way in it; for,
otherwise, people may make difficulties where there
are none; the observing the strict rules of justice
and honesty will chalk out his way for him.

The man being deficient in stock, and his estate
run out to a 1000Z. worse than nothing by his losses
&c., it is evident all he has left is. the proper estate
of his creditors, and he has no right to one shilling
of it; he owes it them; it is a just debt to them;
and he ought to discharge it fairly, by giving up all
into their hands, or, at least, to offer to do so.

But to put the case upon a new foot; as he is ob-
liged to make an offer, as above, to put all his effects,
books, and goods, into their power, so he may add
an alternative to them thus, viz., that if, on the
other hand, they do not think proper to take the
trouble, or run the risk, of collecting the debts, and
selling the goods, which may be difficult; if they
will leave it to him to do it, he will undertake to pay

them------shillings in the pound, and stand to the

hazard both of debts and goods.

Having thus offered the creditors their choice, if
they accept the proposal of a certain sum, as some-
times I know they have chosen to do, rather than to
have the trouble of making assignees, and to run